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Comparing results of numerical simulation for soil water movement
with the Mualem-van Genuchten (VG) model and the modified VG model
— focusing on the characteristics of soil with low VG parameters n and macropores

Yuki IKEZOE!, Yukiyoshi IWATA2, Yosuke YANAI®, Katsutoshi SEKI* and Tomoyuki TANIGUCHI?

Abstract: This study evaluated the impact of the rapid
change in unsaturated hydraulic conductivity near satu-
ration, as described by the van Genuchten (VG) model,
on the results of soil water movement simulations. Free
drainage simulations from near-saturated conditions were
conducted using HYDRUS-1D for four soil types, includ-
ing soils containing a large amount of macropores, result-
ing in a small n value of the VG model parameter and
large saturated hydraulic conductivity. The results showed
that, for soils having a small n value, the VG model sig-
nificantly reduced unsaturated hydraulic conductivity near
saturation. In contrast, the modified VG model with the
conventional air-entry pressure setting (—2 cm) suppressed
this reduction. However, comparisons with observed data
for soil containing macropores and having a small n value
showed that the conventional modified VG model overesti-
mated drainage rates. Conversely, setting /. close to 0 cm
allowed the model to reproduce the observed data well. A
sensitivity analysis revealed that the effect of pore connec-
tivity parameter, / is much less than that of the air-entry
pressure, /. in modified VG model. Because remarkable
improvement on the calculation result was not obtained in
spite of the change in / in the VG model, our results indi-
cates the usefulness of modified VG model if we can de-
termine he appropriately.

Key Words : HYDRUS, hydraulic conductivity, numeri-
cal simulation, soil water characteristic curve, Mualem-van
Genuchten model
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J,

¥Ial—YaryY 7 b®HYDRUS F%H\T1#
IKTEIREDRIAEE N, ZDOEAMEDIE Bk &
nTw3 (eg., BMS, 2016; Sakai, 2022). HfES I 2
L —3 a > T, Richards 2% W T EE/K BB %51
B30I TH D, Richards R TIZEIKAE & R
BIAE KR EHWTKY 2y 7 A %5 HT 2. 22
T, BKAROGHEICHER~ MY v ZRT V¥ v U,
K FHERRRD B3R D 5. G- T, KRR & i
FBEKBEDBIES I 2L — a YOFHERKRICHER
522YHEETH5.

AEFLE ARSI LK D BITRES 5729, KT
TR L EEFLE KRB S~ P v I RT YT v Ll
TRIAE KRR OBERAZHEE T 2. BUAEKRE 2 7K
SRR D & NEUFE KRR R HEE T 2 BT D0 L
OPREINTWSH (Brooks and Corey, 1966a; Fayer
and Simmons, 1995; Kosugi, 1994; 1996), & &% < ffib
ATV 2 DA Mualem-van Genuchten £ 7V (LR, VG
E7)L) TH5 (eg., Katoetal,2011).

0-6, e
Se=g—g = (1+lah) ™ m=1-1/n (1)

m12
K@Q:&%Pfﬁ—&wm)] 2)

T IT, S IZARBIAIE, 6 IZIREIAEEKER, 6, 13
AR EIKER, h I ZESIKEE, K IZARHEKGRE (X
N, K), KRBk GRE (B, Ko, IR SH
B, a, n, m 3ZFhZIUKREROIEIR 2 ET %
NIRX=2THYH, (1) Rokpkttihsz, 2) R
AEIFEK R e EHOK T BOBFREZRL TVS.



4 TREOYHEME

163 5 (2026)

Table 1 Carsel and Parrish (1988) iZ X % Clay ® VG »85
X =&,
VG parameters of clay provisions by Carsel and Parrish (1988).

6; 0, a[em™ 1 n K, [emd— 1] 1

0.068  0.38 0.008 1.09 4.8 0.5

Sakai and Toride (2009) 12X % &, VG EF L DHS
FTA—ZDOFHIIUATOED TH 5. o % DR ZE
SEANLCHY L, MR8 REWEASDH 5.
n AZRKTREMBROEE I EE 5 X 2HTHD. F
7=, DAY 0.5 W3 Z 2 3Z s, Sakai and Toride
Q007) BRI DEET 4 v T 4 7T X—=Ry LT
3552 Tk IEWESHPT O EIRE KRR HE
ETEBILERLTWVWS.

VG 7V, HIEDHENAE S KRR D 5,
IEREZZRE D HE L WABIRLE KR EHE T2 Z e M T
X5Ze00, AKHWLRTWS, LILL, RFTA—X
n2VNEW (na1.1 LR 38Tl EaI(HE TREEAZEK
REOBBRIETPEL 2 Z e PHISNTWS (Brooks
and Corey, 1966b; Vogel et al., 2000). il 21X, USDA ®
T 7 27 v 58 (£ 12 #) 12E-S W T Carsel and
Parrish (1988) 12 & - THEftX, HYDRUS ® YV 7 +
V7 Ry —=IWHEME L TR TV S Clay
D VG 87 X—% (Table 1) ZHW2 ¥, VG ET M
IOHEINZ KIZ, h=0cm TIE K (=K;) =4.8
cmday ! TH 2D, h=-2cm DY ZZ K ~0.465 cm
day™! ¥ 1/10 I Fick 3. Lo, EROME+TE
IR TOKRGEEMIINE L, TEEMBEKFEROZE
LB/ E Ve, ZOEFVIFPHNZYEICRIT S
W25, ZOXI7VGET AR I 2L —Ya VIZfE
M3 2e, IAGEFICBT 2 Ial—a VERICE
BERIETRENEL D 2. £/, BEMRE D A0k
AR OBE KR, B L7 A OBEKFRHOBIZK
FRAEDEL, WRANIRERTRAHL DKL DS
BN 5 Z e THEASARREL KD, FEMRD
ICREZGHIF 2 BRE 425 Z e e ST\ (Rassam
etal.,, 2004). ZORIEICHIETNL, VG ETAEERS
HIZEX R L 7z Vogel and Cislerova (1988) 12k - T, 2
SEAEZRELE VG EFL (LI, mod-VG 5
) PREZH, HYDRUS REDY I al—>a vy
7 MHBTRHASARBILCASNTVS. mod-VG EF
i, Lro 3 TIN5,

0+ (6, — 6:) (14 |ah|")™, h<he
0= (3)
0 , h>he
{1-r(0)}]’
KsSé s /’l<l’le
K(Se) = {1 _F(GS)}] “)
KS ) hzhe

00, \'"""

F(0) = [1(9}"_&) ] ®)
22T, h EMRAEMNRZELRAE, On IZRAER 22 G
KHEEKRTHS. 0=0, 2B hdh 125 X5,
VG EF L&D b RERBNAEEKE 0, ZREL, &
NRIRX—REBERETS. TOEFLTE, h>h T
0 75 0 L2 %7212, BIRLAGTOBEKMED ML ZEE)
2 Z 50 %. HYDRUS TiE, mod-VG EFILD he D
F7 AN MEE LT 2cm BFREINTWSD, B) ~
5) R 6, ZHAETZ2 T, EEDHICEET S
Ze M TEZ (Vogeletal., 2000). ZDE 7 I/VIZEIFT
FEOREIRIEKIRE K O 2WRAK RO X, BUEE!
BRLEEMNIITI BN TEL LSBT0, ¥FY
AR Y T LR LIEHVWSNTWS (e.g., Nakamura
etal,2016). —J, nA/NXWKEE DL VTR
M2 ZBEURAIE he ZRET 5 2 & TREINE KRR
DB VG ETMCHNTREL RZFHESERE ATV S
(Sakai and Toride, 2009). FHIARMETHRE TS LS
KM E S IE T, BENR he = —2 cm DI
DI Z Y 2 WS JUS A, Fekoi@ b [ off
DAREIRE KB DOHEE I G 2 BB OVWTHEET
LREND B,

FEIFIEKRIDOME N, Richards 2T Z Of % i
LTHEINZKTZ S v 7 RICHEEL, HHEADBE
DYIal—YayilBI3FEBRICKREIHETS
ATREMEDS D .

mod-VG EF V2 Wiy Ial—2a v VG £
TUERAWEGEL YD XS BAHEDNRD 3R L7H e
LT, Vogeletal. (2000) OFUEFEERDH 2. ZDHIT
X, W oDt HER L FTviC, UIASKEDEFIKIE
DHEET —1000 cm DB R A 7 LI FER G LB
BIKMEET 5T, VG EFANY mod-VG EF L
OWEFEICEZ Y Ial—YarER2HEBRLTVWS. &
DL TIE, EANDORBL THADRBEOVT DY
al—¥arTh, MEFAMTREIERONMEICE
LWEWHALNT-Z eI EINTWS. LHrL, Z0D
I alb—a YEPIHIZEAD —1000 cm & HRERAYEZ A
L7256 LTE D, EFLDEWIT & 2 R EEM
BIKEB OB DM E L RH 2T 2 L E X2 5N 58
FIZBWT mod-VG XL A LD, VG 7L
PHWESELDS I a2l —Y a VERDEWIZOWT
EEETE R TV,

—75, Ohetal. (2015) X mod-VG &5/ ¥ Ef#IZHE
M (EJI7KEE 0 cm) 20 5 Z2KUR AL £ CTHEK D &
—EWRBEIBEERETLVEHAEL, BERELEE
T & D HEE S NI AREEFIE KRB VG £ T
IOHEESNMEELD DEIEITSENZ 2R L. L
2L, TS DMEEIZENEKGEA 2.38 x 1074 cm
sTI~1.29x 10 % ecms™! v IbE/ NS R ETHD, M8
B KRB B T oS EHNZ D 0.
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Z ZTAMETIE, BEREKREDIARE L, AR
MNELEEN, VG ARTFRXA—R n R 2 4o HIC
LT, FHASABEEGEVWEGETOLE» S DEB
PokENHRIZ, VG ETNAKRY mod-VG E T Dl#E %
FIWT HYDRUS-ID iIC X D Efis I 2L —> a v %5
ML7-. BHEEREZLE T2 22T, VG EFLOEM
1T OREIFLBE KRB D 2R R OEMES T 21—
TavichEz 2B RIHMEiL:. ZOMROBIE, F
TEO XS ICKRELRHERE &R, EAEKRROKEW
+EIzoWT, VG EFIMICBIT 2 EFEEET OAEIR
BB O BBIAR RO B RICE 2 2 B8 2 HET
L, B> I 21— a YB3 EFLOERB LY
ZFDNRIA—RPENY I a2l —a VIERICKER
HiEE RIEITREE 2 R~ T e 12, mod-VG 7 MICEH
WTHEKDEEEREE X FIET 2 - DICEE R T
X —=REMITEZ12H 5.

2. Bk

21 ERTF—RENFA—=2tEy FOREFE
PRSI ES C & 2 7 2085 0 ZARIGEE CAH S,
2023) S L - HEOWHENE T — &+ v b (Seki et
al.,, 2023a) 205, @ik ((ELJE) © 4 o0 LIEHEE
L7z, T—&ty o ToEBEoKSEETRD
T—=RIIZOWT, EREREE T v T A TH B SWRC
Fit (Seki et al., 2023b) ZHW\T VG ET LD 8T X —
REMBT, BETFTARTIXA—ZDI55D n IZEHL, @
W e UTn BIEFI/NZWRKHE RN (BR2 1),
FRFERE )R 1] (EHKE L) RIS <
(BERZ7 1), n REVERBAGKT (Et) ot
ADFDT —REFEE LTz, 7R T X =21, 3.1 fi
EBREN0. BonlkaRHElRO 5 X —& v
ER L - EE kR v, R Q) R @) oK~
FU v I RF T v L (pFH) 2B 3 REFEK G
BoRitE L. SESGONE /KRR O HIE 51k
DFEIC DWW TIX Seki et al. (2023a) %, FIALEKIREL
DREHEDOFHMOVTITERS (2023) 2SN
e, kB, f1Er S RKRWRTEYEET — 2 X —
ATH% UNSODA OF UL #ictt, fEfEK
FREDIRZF V., ZHREERRXTHWLZEO WL o0p
BRI ThHBrZ e, HESTMOERRICED 1%
ol B THHICHARBERAZ L G A
H&,2023) eHERIhs.

22¥EV S al -3y

HYDRUS-1D (Simtnek et al., 2018) 12k b, Eito
2ODEFTHREEINS VG ETFTILDAT X —&REHWN
THE I RTORIES I 2L —va VR FEML. &
fEER Y LT 100 cm (7' v FEFE 0.5 cm) O L8 %7
EL7Z. BTEHE% 20 H L, EZ7 o5 v 7 Rz
L, TomEBEBEPKE L.

Schaap and van Genuchten (2006) 12 XX, VG £

TMTBWTAENEKRBOSHMBRIK TR ALR, &
BRETPRD SN VLIEE EXNT —4ocm U EDE
FIKFAD & A BIE KGRI DD BEE TR D, £ 2
T, £ FVATBWT, ESKED —4cm LHdHK
%<, o2 ETREFEMSIGR L ESIKE -3 cm
ZWIEAK S e LTz,

VG €71 (X (1)) ¥ mod-VG 7L (R 3) ~
53) ZRHWTYIalb—>ary®FEMLZ. mod-VG
EFLDFHAICY 7= - Tk, HYDRUS IZBWTEHED
ZEMEMLELZBENE LEZHEA T a v LTERIK
RETEDRDITLLHVSEATWS (e.g., Nakamura
etal, 2016), ZEXURAIE he = —2cm ZF&ELLET L
(LABE, mod-VG_, 7 V) %, L7z Tt
THRHALZ. 518, ZRRBAFEORENGHRMRICS
2 5B THNCEHME S 5 729, Kilifio HEEicownT
FEBMMETE LT, he % —1.5cm, —1 cm, —0.5 cm,
—0.1cm, —0.05cm, —0.01 cm IZF&E L7z mod-VG E
7L (LR, mod-VG_;s £, mod-VG_; £,
mod-VG_gs5 ET /L, mod-VG_g 1 ET /L, mod-VG_g 5
£ 7L, mod-VG_g o1 EF /L ;mod-VG EFNLEE) I L3
YIal—varvdEHELE kB, Z150 mod-VG
EFILDNRT A= RBRIZHT=>TiE, VG EF L LFE
—DRF A =2z W, 3) KD "2 he ZIRA LB
DEFEEKE 0 230, LFLL KD XD, 6, BHHL
THREL .

FHEMERE LTREA/KEDOIE Y1 7 7 4 VB X UFR
EREICB 2RI, ETL0ENP S
X — RREDLHRIBHOTHNCE 2 2 &% LR
L.

2.3 Kiv DR SEAEIZEISZICH 1T 3 LIBKSE
DHECHES S alL— 3 VEERDIRETE

R+ D 55, VG EFNLE mod-VG_, EFILDOARE
MBI DEDNKE L, pFHEDEDIKE - 72Kl
(3.1:32 HiZH) 12oWT, KAUTH DR B i 1 ]
BTSN TEKTED T —XEHVT, ¥5560
ETNRMo TR K D HED LHIKTENREZ BT &
B0 EMET L7z,

MR NT 2% W27 2085 H 2O ET
X, BHEOIERICTEL THRERIC L DR EEE
L, B FXEICHEBR LD S5 EF R MGRIICINEST 5.
AT EM U ZEEZ X DI S D, 2 ORI % i
Lz, TS 2 (Al S, 2023). FHckkH
D& S REBRLIURTIE, BHEBEI DL, KT
HOEMAN O KD BENIEI O N 5 O HHFEK
ZFIEWEEZ NS, 22T, KITOBESZIZE W
THEX 58 cm DEFAD 3D 5 10 em FiC LBk 5
(Meter t1, Teros12) Z&HEL, K THROTEKY
B/ 7 —&ak— (Meter tt, ZL6 Basic) IZFCiR L 7.

Teros12 DH I, BIE» oFb - -BELLZ2H W
T Iwataetal. (2017) OFEKHE L TFr VT —> =
RE/THIELE. EBRT—X2%27 1974271 T
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Table 2 %13 ® van Genuchten /X7 X —&.
Parameters of van Genuchten model for each soil sample.
6; 6, o [em™ 1] n Ky [emd™1] l ti WEIREEE (g cm T3]
KAl 0 0.7022 2.0654 1.092 5246 Heavy Clay 0.746
izl 0 0.5268 0.23447 1.138 598 0.5 Clay Loam 1.147
2 IET 0.2695 0.6975 0.18922 1.423 2498 ’ Clay Loam 0.616
/NN 0.01993 0.3386 0.12754 2.396 45217 Sand 1.229
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Fig. 1 ALK DFrEMHHR.
Soil water retention curves of each soil sample.
BwBonX (D ZhriconWTHE, T8KE% pFE | 35EAMEIC I T EDRIEHITEEML /2.
WAL, #EFHEZSMOEETHS 58cm & L,
KD 5% 2T 10 cm DK DB OREMK TER . IBZRLEE

DOpFEYFILCERELR. MATEDOMDFRSEFE
22 ¥ ML LT, HYDRUS I & 38hE 1 X0 135
IKDBEOBIES I 2L —>a v B2EMLT-.

VG 71 ¥ mod-VG ETF A TEIE X7z 10 cm
D pF EOHER % 2HIED SFHHE L7z pFfE & Lhig L,
AFREMRoRYMEMEE L. AT, VGET L L
mod-VG_g s EFLDAFA—& [ % —1.0, —0.5, 0,
0.5, 1.0, 20 IZELZEZ=ETLDHBHNT, RTX—X&

3.1 VG N\FX—%, K5z, FEFEKFRY
DHEEZER DL

FHLHY D VG 8T X — &y fFE KRR, T
My R % Table 2 12733, KALT, #&JIET, ©<
BV TIATE N 1l~14 2N Eo/zZ 212
L, ABAKTOniZ24 2 K& o7,

BHED VG 85 X — X B HEE X7k R dhiR
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Kilin = 1.092)

f| fEJIET(n = 1.138)
-10 : : : ' :

log (unsaturated hydraulic conductivity [cm d-'])

-10 | L
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5 L
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o '10 B
KE(n = 1.423) F| ABAKTH(n = 2.396)
-10 | 1 | | L -15 L | | | 1 |
-2 -1 0 1 2 3 4 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4
pF
—  VGETL

—— mod-VG,ETI

Fig. 2 A THONEFIZEKRE (& pF fHi50).

Unsaturated hydraulic conductivity of each soil sample (of all pF range).

¥, h—0 OEHEER Fig. 1 IZRT. n OEI/NE VK
AT EIINT, D IEHDOY > L TIE VG EFL L
mod-VG_, E7VE WG AEDOEREEKE (0) 0%
MREL, BRI O HETIERA 0.1 ecm3em 3 F2E
DO DENAELNT. s 3 HETIE, mod-VG_, E
T DRI EIME (pF O~ 1 F2) THEAELD B
FRCEWK D BEHRFLTEBY, BAMELEL-/2. Z
X, DT BEBORENRZETIZAL he 3 —2 cm
EDBHKEL (0Oemizix <), fMERD SHKIIEE -
TWBZEERLTWS., —F, n DREVWARKTO
TETREZDEIMD TN Doz,

FBHLHED VG 5 X — X HHEE XN AR EALE K
#E % Fig. 212, BRI B T 2 P EAE KRR
Fig. 3 1CR3. ARKALSLO LTI VG 70,
mod-VG_, E TV TAREFE KRR OZNKE L, K
SRERAR E AR, n VNI VWIBIZYEEOENK
Eholz. )7, AEKT OB TI3KSREER  [F
B2, FRMZEKFRBOEZZIZEAYRSNEDr o7
(Fig. 2). VG EF LTl n DIEAV/NE 72+ HF L Agf

T HJI7KBA D IR FE 5 S EIRTEKAREL DI HIK
o7 (Fig. 3). VG EF 1L mod-VG_, EF L,
EFLOMEY L THKIZ & b /KTl S - MRD &
DD Z 2L U TEKFEDEAD T 5. Z D7 o fafl
1T U 72 A RERLE KGRI O 22 DS EZ JRAEIN O A BE A
KRB D ER 523225, mod-VG_, EFILD
HHB VG ET VXD bR TAREALE KGRI K
El ol EZIONS.

X 512, mod-VG EF NI BT 32252 AE he DFE
FEESFREFE KRBT S 2 2 BRI T 5 72
®», Ko+ NWT he 3 0cm GEHED VG EF
M) 55 —2cm (mod-VG_, EF V) TN
WELEE S X512 0, iR L 12558 0K RHERFR
(Fig. 4) & REIFEKGRE (Fig. 5) OB ERT. he
DFEHEMS K E K 221250 T, FEMEZRDOFLEEMBEK
RO AR TSR X, —2 cm 8 TEWIBEK
PEDHER XNz, L L, RIFRTHNSRE Lz k5 &
KRR EE T 2 T TR, f8f»obThRaTEsrnst
U 7- B CTHARMERD & OFKk2E T, ZRUzffnril



pressure head [cm]

VGETIL

= mod-VG,ETIL

Fig. 3 A LHOTHMZEKGREY (BEFMNTD).

Unsaturated hydraulic conductivity of each soil sample (in near-saturation range).
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Fig. 4 KM otHICH T 2 LR ALEDEZ & DK pRiE .

Soil water retention curves of the soil in Daisen City for some air-entry pressure values.
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?% ......... -0.5 cm
% A s . 5 -1.0 cm
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_2 1 | L

presure head [cm]

Fig. 5 KMo LI BT 2 ZXERAEDMEZ & O EEFIZEKFREL.

Unsaturated hydraulic conductivities of the soil in Daisen City for some air-entry pressure values.

MIBKRBUS AR RT3, LD »>T, he=—2cm
DFENTFEKRBOK T 2 @EICHIELTED, W he
ZRH7Z2< 0em iTiED % GEFED VG ET VAV
%) 73, MKEBROPKFE L OBEENE N Z & D3
REEND.

3.2 E> T alL—>a VERDOLER

BRI A -2y MBI B5HH, 10HH, 15
HH, 20 HHOHEJIZKEDEHE 71 7 7 4 L O EAER
% Fig. 6 1057, n AVNS WAL, #1100+,
VG E7 2 mod-VG_, T IUZ & 3 L SI/KEED RS
RICKRERENELTED, FICKILTD VG ET7 I
X BEIEMER T, YOMETHIEHKIEIZ T ~ 10 £
DEMET. ZORMEZX, STECHHE L2218
D&%, HKERAZ K & FNEREKBEDIK Z W
+HICBNTDH, VG EF LY mod-VG_, EFLZHV
G EIET I al—va v OHERENKEERS
BERHBIERBELTWS.

—H n BRECAEKTOLETIZZDEINNX L,
JEFKTEZED 1SR IZIEHFE LS Ro7%. VG ET
¥ mod-VG_, E FIILTHEE & L= A RIFIE KRB O
W n NI VEEKRED o7 (Fig. 2). ZHUIH LT,

YIalb—va X DFREINLENKEDZEH D
T R TN E o ARKTT T (Fig. 6), A
BRI DAEHI/NE W (Fig. 2). ThoDZ eh s, VG
E T BT B BRI T O REIRE KRB D IER T
2&D, VG EFME mod-VG_, EF V& D & JRHFH 72
pF EIZ B W TREIALE KRR/ NE <72 b, BHEEEK
ZHICBVWT VG EF L E D mod-VG_, EF LD B
PRt X N CIES/KED I BRERBEL FIEa N
YEZ 503, Sakai and Toride (2009) 2S+EHE 3 3 hifk
PN EVRKEEE T2 n VNI WTEOATIE R
<, ARERSCTMET LB KRR R R Z < &
FNBZLHIZOWTD, n VNI REEEIVGETLE
mod-VG_, ET VT EMENRLZ Z L ICEET 24
BRHBZehRBINS.

3.3 KD LIBICEITFERAMEEZTal—->a3>
BROLER

KX TRFTLEZ4200TEDIE, &b n /P&
< (Table 2) /KIFHERIFR & TEIFLEKREB D 2K =
o7z (Fig. 2, Fig. 3) Ko 7 2% 5 7 AR A&
RIS IC BT 5, R TROYKERRICEIT 25
ByIal—ya Ry 28K BOENES SFHE
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KAl | 5211 By
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