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Successive measurement of water retention curves for relativity dry soils using “Aqual.ab VSA”

Kunio WATANABE !, Yurie OSADA!, Masaru SAKAI! and Nobuo TORIDE!

Abstract: The Aqualab Vapor Sorption Analyzer (VSA)
is an automatic isotherm generator to measure water po-
tential for a sample with a chilled-mirror dew-point sensor
while gravimetrically tracking the sample weight during
wetting and drying processes. In this study, we applied the
VSA to measure water retention curves for relatively dry
soils ranging from —7.2 x 10* cm to —3.2 x 10° cm, and
investigated the accuracy of measurement and properties of
the VSA setting parameters. We confirmed that soil water
potential was equilibrated with air humidity for the DVS
method with 0.01 % h~! of the weight trigger. The equi-
librated water content by weight was almost identical re-
gardless of the soil bulk density since the surface retention
was dominant in the dry range. The newly developed DDI
(Dynamic Dewpoint Isotherm) method was validated with
the DVS method. The DDI method could accurately mea-
sure successive retention curves for 50 h measuring time
with the flow rate of 100 mL min—!. Hysteretic retention
curves as well as scanning curves in a dry range could be
also observed in a repeatable manner for Fujinomori silty
loam soil, Tokachi Andisol, and Tottori dune sand using
the DDI method.

Key Words : water retention curve, soil water potential,
chilled-mirror dew-point potentiometer, DDI method, hys-
teresis
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IT4E, Decagon £1:00 WP4 (2R3 & 2 S5 i Al#E =X
KART 2 % /LEF (Chilled-mirror dew-point potentiome-
ter) 23K L, KEEHALT —5000 cm FREELL T DK
SRR D L OKRT o VIEIER ST s, 2
DKKRT 2 VEHTEESND LHFDOKET v v L
X, EEOWEREOCHEATIIV N vy I AT v vl
IZZ L\ (Jury and Horton, 2004). % 2 C, HIED R
SOMME S 25, BimEmAEE KRR T vy VRN, K
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TR DK IRFFRIAROPETE & LT, MERIEPH
ﬂf(i LEXHDYo2H D5 (Kirkham, 2005; Watanabe
etal., 2012).

T ORGRFFIARIT, RO O B IR TE
T5. TDD, Hﬁ7k®‘£ﬁﬂ%7ﬁf“biﬁ’ﬂfu%ﬁ*ﬂm>6H§E7k,
Wk O = R CIEngael o & K & 0 302 (ERT
LZRENRHD. L L, RAKRSHEIBRORE T, ERRE

DFEHE M 720K oy B OFREE, Ko D HIE
A EE%%%_Lf_ﬁ*+aE§ﬁ>%bb\. F7o, K
SRR O K RFEAR O B 2T U U AOREFNIFE A

Lo, RELOJBIE O KSR E I 2 IE T
IR TH .
i %T B0 O SLE E B ML IR D 7K 7K S i R 0D

BIESTIE, #RHE ORI RHE FE % A ZhiiC aﬁ%b [F]
WCRB DK AR T v oy VEERNABRAKRRT v ¥
NVETTCRIET 2 BEVK S WBEREEE LAV ST
W5 (7= & z21% Barbosa-Cénovas et al., 2007; Oliver and
Meinders, 2011; Barba et al., 2013). AKRT > ¥ /LD
AT, —EREDER & 5 2 COKERDRAET D
SRR DR R AR E S S DVS  (Dynamic Vapor
Sorption) SR & DT NRMELE(LE 5 X 2205 6 i &
FRIRTIRRT 2 b LB O & 25l £ 9 % DDI
(Dynamic Dewpoint Isotherm) 5238 5. DVS 10K
2HOREFHXTHY, DDI L Decagon £1:0> Aqualab
VSA (Vapor Sorption Analyzer, LA N VSA) 2387128
)ﬂ L7255 T& 5. DDI %, DVS (2 ~HIE R 238

, ERGE ORI N S O N D/ E RS, &
uuk/)b Y TUiE, VSA % M7= DVS HIE & oo E vk &
Dk (Shands and Labuza, 2009) <° DDI & DVS Dkt
S (Schmidt and Lee, 2009) HiEH STV 5. L
22U, VSA O L3EA~DIEHENEA 72 <, DDIRIEIZ &
5 EOKRGEEFFHR IR LT, HREE ERZER O
OV T OB LETHD.

F ZCARMIZE T, £7 VSA OJIEFREEZ B L
BT, BRIK S SEIR D T DK SRR BRI E ~D DVS &
DDI DO 2+ 5. ZnEnDTTRDOHRE T A —
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Water retention curves for three types of soils measured with

hanging water, pressure plate and chilled-mirror dew-point meth-
ods.

&, BIELEOEZESEHSLMTL, DDIIC &5 PR T
YU VEDREARET 5. 2 LT, Bipd D
IR REIR D L DKy PR R AR, WK iR & Bk dh#R o
v 27U ADRER R EWRET D.

2. VSA O RIERE

21 KRFUOwILEKDPEDEIE

Fig. 112, VSA ORBIEOME AR, RE=EOAHK
X 1I5mLBETH S, WBE BFICIIvF =BT &
Y= I RAX B A8, FRINEERE, LT 7 o0, R
BHE T EICIZREE 0.1 mg ORERN TN ZHEE Sh
TWD. 05~5g DB ZNE3ITmm DAT L2k
NVNIZIRS, R LICHET 2. RE=R2HA%, &)
EREICHROGRN /T 7 2R/ L, BEEOZELKD
FHHE B L3R 2 T S 5. iz, b—Y & 8im
WCHRE L2 s, SEOREEEL ~NT 2R FICEIVE
kg5, 2L, RKEEoMmEZEL) LS OR %%
HEL, BEHFOEMBEL S —IAXTHETS. £
7=, RELORFE L ERE A RINEER ERERTENER

WET 5.

AELDO KR EIZHONTIE, P (b DV ITEAE) 30k
OE KA L LC, RBEEOMEMNELNLLE
Kbz R 5. BEOKRT v LKE by (cm) 13,
FPRBHRE T (K) (Zxhsd 2 fafikzZ& 5t P* (Pa)
EERIEIRE IR T kA RE P (Pa) 22 Eh
B L, MHANEE ay = P/P* ZRD 5. 20 ay 13K
EEE B XiEN 5 (Stokes and Robinson, 1949; Campbell
etal., 2010). =L T, %&k® Kelvin TR ES X ht &
4% (Schofield, 1935; Kirkham, 2005) .

Tzzﬁggiqﬂnaw (1)
Z I, RIFRIEER, pw TKOEE, g iZHINHE,
MIZAKDSFETHD. hr ik, ~ NV v IZRT Ty
NVh ERBRT U VORITHD. 7k, AW T,
RT3 WITIIAKRBENL (ecm) W5,

(1) RUTHEZIE, 25°CITHBNT ay H 0.600, 0.950,
0.995 LI % &, hr id —7.03 x 10°, —7.06 x 10%,
—6.90 x 10° cm & BRSNS 5. 72, (1) K
D ay & hr DX, EICRIMEEFICL D T Ol
ERIE KT S, £, aw DEIFNIITVWEEIE Y,
T ORERHBEOFEEZITS. 21X, T ORENRN
+0.012 °C THiE, hr OFEEIE £1000 cm, +0.12°C
ThiE £10° cm &72%. T, WP4 [ZFRIMNEEF O
FEEE &2 £0.01 °C (2w B S, xR o J|E Rl REfE
% 0.1 <ay <0993 (—3.2x10° < hy < —1000 cm)
BT, —J7, BUED VSA OFRIMEFEF ORFEIL +0.1
°C Thsd. VSA ORIFEFREMEEIE, R ZER O E
FHEE O EIZ B LT, B R 0.03 <ay <
0.95 (—5x10° < hr < —=7.2x 10* cm) ZHIFR S 71T
W5,

2.2 1HxtE E O HIHH

VSA TiX, WZEREBHEROBRAICE V=S
IZER T B EROWELREST D, ZOMEEROMmE
DOFIFENZIX, DVS & DDI D 2 FELHBIRTX 5. fiE
KFHATHD DVS 1L, —EREDOEKREZ LR L, 3ok
i m EHXNEE ay, ZWE Lizth, EEZER[OME %
BefEMIC AR S CHIEZ B0 IRT. HEICBET 55 E
HEX, WEMBBLIOKT (BA2WEIVELS) ©
aw, AREFEOIRE T, step & Xidh 2 EREKOMED
Z 8 Adgep, trigger & X IFn 2 TFHEPAE IC BT 5 ALY
1 myig, event & KIEN 2D myig OFIER: Y K LI nyg,
HBPEOIRKFHAFFF O Aoy TH 5. DVS TIE, £
FRmOTENLTE R, myjp DILUEDFEMITAAEE 21X
BRI TV VR, AEE RO LRIZE S HK
WETHVEMIZ % h! TH D, WEEROHRIZLE
RANERE LT nyig 18] myqg LUFIZ2R22 TR RT m 2 HE
L, EAZEROWEE Adgep ZILEED. myig 3/ EL
Nirig PIEENBZVNEE ay (T LTz m OHEEREEE 3%
KTp2n, MERMITRS 785, £72, mug OFRIFEI
7o Th, FHURERED Atax ICET D &, ROBTE
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Fig.3 DVS & DDI CTHIE L7z (a) FHXHEE ay & (b) HEtOEREZE( Am.
DVS vs. DDI for (a) relative humidity ay, and (b) sample weight Am as a function of relative time.

W DREICHATT 5. 200, KER myg, £72/0
ST Nyig & Atmax 13, BERFH 2 8532 23 m OF o
FHEEZRTEES.

—J7, VSAIZHi7ZIcHH &7 DDI 1%, #EaZER o
B 2 L SRR, M ERRT m & ay
ZREIFFICET 5. JEICET 2R EHA X, AERLRA
BLXUOKTD ay, REED T, resolution & LiE 5 ay
DHIIRIBIE Adres, BAIFFR T2 0 OERTEE Qur, 2
HIE D e REHUIFH D tmax THD. DDLIZEIT D Adyes
OFFMIERE IR IN TRV, Adres 28/NEWNIE
Y, X ONERABIET ay DET D, Ades & 0.01
15601 FTREL LTS, HERMIZ 3 BIfEE L
MESNRNDT, LT, ABFE Tl Ese i E
filf Rz 1) T & DHERED Adres = 0.01 2 2.

EH R DK G EACDIRETR, B D FFEDKRT
T NNDKRSEEEHITIZIDVS B LTHY, EEL
TR R AR O E (21X DDI 2858 L T\ 5.

3. VSA O ~m:E S

3.1 &#

DVS {ZoWTidiED A& L, DDIIZ oW iDL,
TERAR Y L, BB R O 3 Fo 1% %5 VSA @
WA ERAT. BOKRLIX, AEEZIZEALEE RN
TELTHY, ¥WLon24% % 5b5 0 ha— AT
b, HHEBRARZ I, dbiEERENE o —3FEN
JERLS OB ORE SR L. Fig. 218, %
SIE, MG, WP4 CHIE L7opEofk - (R
pp=118gem™3), +EEARZ - (o, =0.95gcm™3),

BB i (pp = 1.45 g cm™3) D BAGETEL D K55 55
i cdH 5. P oFEMIEZ, van Genuchten (1980) D=
WL DHAHRETHD.

VSA ORIEIZIE, +olcEE L-g#REs LT, &
W12 2 mm FEROBEORK L BAR Y 1, KERICHE
IR LT SR A v, ol &, WEE KSR
FRHRO py TR (Fig. 1) ICFHT 2 &, MERLED
ay EREN AT A ETOERPEL LY, TOBD
ay DIELODENKEL o, BOKLOEE, k%
D5 BNEICIRT 5 E 912 pp=0.84gem™> THEL
=l EE, pp=1.18 gecm ™3 DBA TR THIER LD
aw \CEET 5 E TICET DR 23h <, ZOMD ay
DIXLOELPEORE LT, —7FF, WERIBED ay
BIFER I/ BND hr (I, pp DEEIIRD LARD -
7o, AU, RKEIR Ol ok TR i O RK S B
272D ThHhD. 22T, WThOREG 2gBRELZDD
ENVEIZES XOWAST TEICH L., EE&EH»
HREDEKE wIL, ZNENOREID pp 23 T TR
FEE KR O [THE LT-.

3.2DVS & DDI DBRFE/INSA—4

F2, WITNOLIZOWTHEXEEE TR T <
(ECi5 <85mSm™!), hr KT BRBERT v
RO DOFESIFHTITNSNWEEBEX OGN, £2TC, T
DO TIEL, VSATHESND hp Z~ N v I RT v
Ty VKB B LRI L, K RERRR (0-h BAMR) Aok
Wi-. 7B, TRTOMEEE 25 °C OEERET, ks
DFERER 25°C L LTHTH» 7=

Fig. 312, DVS & DDIZ & % #ED R - OW K #% ik
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Fig. 5 %72 2 %AME Qu %AV T DDI TROFEOHL
DRI RFF AR

Water retention curves for Fujinomori silt loam measured with
DDI with different flow rate Q..

FEDARRLE ay & O BEZE(L Am OWEF %<9
YIHIE ay = 0.1, FTVIK LI ay =0.95 TH5H. DVS
DFEGIEE, Adgep = 0.1, Mmyig =0.01 % h~!, nyje =
3[El, DDIE, Quir= 100 mL min~!, Afmax, fmax (ZFFRI
HIR7Z2 L & Lic, 70, HERBIZFRICELV R DT
W, MEORRIL, 2WERMZ 1 & L3RR
L7z. DVS Tliday & m BEEERICELT D DIZRIL,
DDI @ ay, & m (ZEFICENT 5. DVS OB
BT, ay & m OBAB+ RN SLS ol b x, 22
ROWE LB DKy BRI LI & BT 2 LN
T&5. £ZC, DDIWEDZ LM%, +0I LT
W% DVS JIE & Ol S L=,

Fig. 4 1%, myig & Atmax O E72 % DVS HIEIC K 57
DR O ARG AR D KRR CTH B, Wik
ZMF3 Fig. 3 L% 1L<, aw=0.11Th=—-32x10%cm,

aw =095 1T h=—-72x10*cm (=T 5. EHOHIE
HHEO—FF LGl & LTH 72 myig =0.01 % h™!,
Atmax OFIR7Ze L ORIEME EMTHRHEATRL, BLTFO
e Cidm bIEEEO W T — & L B de Lz, WokiEfe
WA TR O KSR FFIIARI IR X 72K & 0 &R
L, EXFUUZARRSNTE. h=—-25x10 cm ffiL T
WK & AKEED 0 OZEITRKIC/ZR Y, A6 =0.008
mm B BEThH-T. 77, ZORBABRSFERON
EICIL 842h 2B LT,

myig % 0.1% h™ ' IZKk&E < F 5 &, WEMRIL422h
ECEIR L7228, WOk TR 2 2 RRIC AG =0.002 mPm 3
FREE M/ NREAT L72. W02, myg 2 0.01 % h™! X 0/h&
<T2L, WERMIZTAKIZELS oo, WESND
KA R AR TIEE Lo T,

—J5, Myig = 0.01 % h™! ORERFEL, Atmax = 1 h
TIZ 10.8 h, Afmax = 0.25h TIE52h L4 757278,
h SR EVIEEWABRED 0 2@/ il L7z, Atpax &
wETHE, PrvIRLOBKELGERE (aw =0.95) @ 0 2
INEWNTZ®, Atgax OFIFR7Z2 LIZ A TRUKIBRE I D
0 &/ NHEL7-. L2 L, h<—10%cm TI3ic 0 %
WRFEAM L72. ZAUT, Afmax 2VNETE D L, RO
Tlzxt LT, BRI Bk I IR O R B~
TT27DThH5. 2gBREDOHEDHRLTIE, Atmax Ol
B2 LA, FEMEORTICIEN10h 23 L7~ B
OREIOEE, DVS IZBT 25 m OEWFEEORIEIZIE,
Anmyig = 0.01 % h™! T2 T Atpax > 10 h OFESLET
b5, Fiz, ERFEOBREDTZOIZ/NE 72 Atpax DFXIE
INLBEIRBEE, Fig. 4 1R L= HIEIC X B HIEREE D
RN VETH D

Fig. 51%, #7222 %AFE Qu @ DDI HIEIC X 5k
DOHFELOKRIERRRTH 5. WK DSEMIE, Fig. 3,
Fig. 4 &% LU, 400 Pl L= AR g & L,
Fig. 4 {278 L72 myig = 0.01 % h™!, Aty ORI L0
DVS OfE#R %A 7~ ~ L7z, DDI &1L, Qi = 500
mL min~! TIZRABERD 0 200/ NHE L. W
D Qi ITBWT Y, BiAKEAR TIXO0m KEHM O i 7]
DR O, 2ERMICIE DVS OK R E L <
—E L7-. DDI O#IERRIE, Qur = 500 mL min~! T
1X49h, Qur=100mL min~! TIZ54h THY, Qu =
25mL min~! TI3408h & RELHIMLZ. £72, K
IR L TWARNVA, E5IT/MER Qu = 10 mL min~! T
%, h=—1.6x10° cm LA BT AR TEX R2hv o7, o
THEORERR L BET D L, BFOLEOREHIBT
LREE DO E DDIHIEICIE, Qair = 100 mL min~! 2%
WERANESZS.

33 LDKASRFHBEERTY IR

FEDOZR LT LTIE, Quir = 100 mL min~! @ DDI i
K0 B D0 L EOKSREEAR S HE L7z, Fig.
6 (a) IE, aw=0.1 2BDOWKH%E, BRIV IKL A
(ay =0.95, 0.9, 0.8, 0.6) 7°5 ay = 0.1 ~DBiKiIEFE,
Fig. 6 (b) 1% ay = 0.95 75Ok, HisHViEL
A (aw =08, 0.6, 0.3, 0.1) 7°5 ay = 0.95 ~DWK
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Fig. 6 DDI Txkiz (a) WAK%GBABEL (b) BiAKZREAGEERDERORR L0 EA .
Scanning curves for Fujinomori silt loam measured with DDI for (a) wetting and subsequent drying,

and (b) drying and subsequent wetting.

WRTHD. ay & 0.1 75 0952 EFH#%IC0.1 ~FF
M L 7= AR BLKIBRE &, aw & 0.95 205 0.1 12 T4
12 0.95 ~FF R 5 U7 Bk % WK R 0 K o3 PR Rr b A1
—HLTEY, e 27V U RAWEOHHRMEITE . F7-,
aw = 0.1 |X8F O RELEME L v iikiElch 5. 207
W, aw=0.1 7060EKEHL, WAKDOIFEHMR L it
5. —J7, EBKBRETERFI S oK TH DO T
aw = 0.95 7 HOBIKHRE, BAEEIRTHS.

Fig. 6 (a) OWK#BAEIEDK I EREFIIBRIL, T
KEFREF VR LEETEE272%, aw =095 6D
i HERR T B ik ERBEEZ R Lz, LT, &
EIITHEED ay = 0.1 ® h=—3.2x10%cm T L 7-.
Fig. 6 (b) DOBiABEABRICE N TSH, ay = 0.95 7
LORAKEEHRBET-E o728, IITVIRLEAND ay =
0.1 725 DO EWKEIRIZHHE T 5 £ 5 Rk EA i %
RL, BRED ay =095 D h=—-72x10*cm TH L 7-.
PLED X 91z, DD, k& 72Uk ie o £ iR %
EOHBECHERTETH 5.

Fig. 712, Fig. 6 £ L DDI Z/\ T, ay = 0.1 7
B ay = 0.95 ~OWK%, K S THIE LZBEORT,
+HER 7 1, BB EDOKSREHEEZ RS, KIZ
1%, Fig. 2 1ZR L7 WPA [ K A MIER SR LI L. B
B RS IZ DUV TR, o HITHART 0 /&=,
Fig. 7 (b) IZHthZIER L ZR LT, WO
b, TAKRBAGRFED K/ PREFEFR 2 50 h F2EE CHIE T
7.

b AT U VR, BOKRLEESTINEIOR,
HAR 7+, BERBEBICBWTLBIE SN, ZORK
DFEE, HHBEARZ T3 A0 =0.005 mPm 3, EED T
WTIix A0 =0.0005 m*m =3 ThHo7=. =5 LIAKAS
RO 27 U R, DRTERmIC T KO
D AT U A, FHHESCHKMEDZYE (Israelachvili,
2011) NEREEZHND. 2D, BRKEEHD
THEREN NS WERR BT, B AT U 2 R3/0

IIII T T lllllll T T lllllll T T
A
(@)
0.15 k —
A
Fujinomori
01 | A Silt Loam -
t Tokachi
§/0.05 Andisol i
D
- Tottori
S v Dune Sand
“g O Lllll 1 1 lvlll)fll x FMT????FW
L‘—) I'llll T T lllllll T T lllllll T T
G') x
® x (b)
20.01 e —
9 XX o
© ™
E T y
(_3 ’%“ XX
= 0.008} v z'!{x, -
’&;%&
Tottori v ﬁ{
0.006 Dune Sand *
Lllll 1 1 lllllll 1 1 lllllll 1 11
104 10° 108

Matric potential, h (-cm)

Fig. 7 DDI & WP4 TR 7= (a) 3 FIED LOKD K REF
Mg & (b) BHEUD RS ORI PREFIIFROILRIN. XX VSA,
A, @, Vi WP4 ORIENM.

(a) Water retention curves for three different soils measured with
DDI( X) and a chilled-mirror dew-point method (A, @, V).

(b) Enlargement for the Tottori dune sand.
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SV, L, VSAIZEAMEREXEm<, 295 LF
WINE e 27 Y A BRERGETH D (Fig. 7 (b)).
DDI JlIfEIE, Wiho Lt WPAIZ X HHIE & I1FFE—
FL7. 2720, WokoEh-Cm Mk o &2 ffki,
VSA # HWdiEllEic £ 0, L0 BEOSEWHIEN
AHEE 2D, —J7, VSA @ 0 OffEkHElE, —i#d VSA
BE L TRNZINE T 2B O & 2 WITERE T RED
Kt w 2R L TRD S, BBV 2 g OFE
DA, VSA ORIERHATEENLKGOERIT0.2 ~
002gRETHL. ZhiE, REOEAL~DH LANR
FREE BT O, KRKORRSCHRORELZ1T D
BEThHD. £D7D, VSA ITEBITBIEAKSMEEED 6 D
BWVREEOHEEICIE, LT w ORIEICERE D LE
ThHD.

WERMD, PRED b SEIBIIIMERLHWHT
XA, BRIT h < —1.5 x 10% cm O FEF o A R 23
HDTREL, HEORKESCHIEN, frARMICHEN
i & T\W2 (Campbell and Gee, 1986; Madsen et al.,
1986; Cresswell et al., 2008). Z D 7=, MEHRDHIEIZ
h>—10% cm OFIKICIRET 5 BLEE L. h> —10°
cm I F L EOFFE EMEREOMA G bE, iz
h < —7.2x10* cm 1T VSA (T X 0 A9 E 40,
TEEFEE OREMEN L TIE, BB ORI B 72K 5y
rREFr#R %, R, RO CRIERRETHD. &b
12, —5x10* < h < —5000 cm DJEEEDH & 72 #EHT
WP4 % Vi, VSA ENNEBEDOREZMTE T 5.

4. hHYIC

I A B S 7z B B K 43 W 35 I E 25 18 Aqualab
VSA IZ2oWT, YLihe—2oomt, +HBER
7+, BERDERYO 3 T O -2 5%, KK i o
RO REFHIAR DB EREE L BRE/NT A — X O Z TR
7=, GERIED DVS TH myjg = 0.01 % h™", Hi7= (5
SN WAMlT & BT ARRT 3 v L 2kl ET 5 DDI
T Quir = 100 mL min~! FBEDZEENZ Y TH - 7-.
VSA ORIEITIX, FIREE py OEVILFAE KL w iz
WL RIE 200, K py DFERD J5 A3 I E B 4h D
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