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Fig. 2 Ground water level and distribution of plant communities at a cross-section of
Bekanbeushi Mire (Inoue, 1997 ; Sato et al., 2002).
A~F : the setting points of a ground water level logger.
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Fluctuation of ground water level and river level at Bekanbeushi Mire (Inoue, 1997).

A : Toraibetsu River, B : Alder forest (rich fen), C : water level of the small stream

on the fen zone, D: Myrica gale var. tomentosa-Carex lasiocarpa var. occultans
community (poor fen), E : Ledum palustre ssp. diversipilosum—Sphagnum fuscum
community (bog), F : Alder forest near the hill side (rich fen). See Fig. 2.
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Fig. 4 Relationship between the leaf area index (LAI) of Sasa palmata and ground water

level at Sarobetsu Mire.

The ground water level indicates the depth of water table from the ground surface.
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Fig. 5 Ground water level fluctuations and precipitation at three points in

Shinoro Mire from December 2000 to March 2002.
Missing data is due to instrument problem. (Fujita and Inoue, 2005)
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Fig. 6 Ground water level fluctuations at a Moliniopsis japonica-Sphagnum community
in Shinoro Mire and a Sphagnum bog in Sarobetsu Mire.
Elavation of water table is converted into water depth from the ground surface.
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Fig. 7 Relationship between natural water content (%) and ignition loss (%) of peat in Ishikari
Peatlands and Shizukari Mire.
Factor ‘f’ indicated the ratio of natural water content to the ignition loss of peat. As
natural water content of peat defers by its compression history, the ‘f’ value of virgin peat
is about 10 whereas compressed peat may have value of around 7 (Miyagawa, 1958). B:
Moliniopsis japonica-Sphagnum papillosum community ; C & D : Rhus trichocarpa-Moliniopsis
Japonica community, Rhus trichocarpa-Moliniopsis japonica and Sasa palmata community ;
Others : communities with greater retrogressive succession (from Kawabata and Kamiya,
unpublished data).
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Fig. 8 Relationship between natural water content (%) and consolidation yield stress (kN/m?)
of peat in Ishikari Peatlands and Shizukari Mire.
B : Moliniopsis japonica-Sphagnum papillosum community ; C & D : Rhus trichocarpa-
Moliniopsis japonica community, Rhus trichocarpa-Moliniopsis japonica and Sasa
palmata community ; Others : communities with greater retrogressive succession
(from Kawabata and Kamiya, unpublished data).
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